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TOBACCO PRODUCTS CONTROL AMENDMENT REGULATIONS 2019 
Statement 

HON AARON STONEHOUSE (South Metropolitan) [5.24 pm]: I cannot speak for other members, but my 
phones—both my office line and my mobile—have been ringing off the hook for the past 24 hours with concerned 
retailers and suppliers calling to beg for some degree of clarity about the new tobacco regulations that were 
gazetted on Tuesday of this week. If members are wondering which regulations I am referring to, they are not 
alone in their confusion. The regs in question have not yet been tabled for our consideration. However, worryingly, 
they come into force on Monday, 18 March. As I understand it, the new regulations will require every tobacco 
retailer in this state to amend the size of their price boards, down from the previously permitted one square metre 
to a new, much smaller size of no more than 297 millimetres by 210 millimetres—effectively the size of an 
A4 sheet of paper—or risk prosecution and a hefty fine. 
To be clear, there has been no prior publicity about this move. The first retailers heard of it was on Tuesday, when 
the gazetted regulations were brought to their attention. At that point, they had four working days within which to 
comply and change all their signage and point-of-sale merchandising. They spent most of that time trying to figure 
out whether they had read the implementation portion of the regulations correctly, because surely the Department 
of Health did not really mean that they had only a few days in which to make the necessary changes. 
I do not know whether that was an intentional situation brought about by the department or an error or oversight. 
I do know that it was not a simple thing for anyone to confirm the date upon which these regulations were 
scheduled to come into force. We had to look at the Government Gazette, go to the Tobacco Products Control Act 
and work through that, and then figure out the date of assent. Heaven forbid a simple calendar date had been 
attached to the regulations and they had said, clearly and openly, that they would commence from 18 March 2019. 
Instead, all manner of people were sent scurrying off to figure out whether their interpretation of the 
commencement date of the regulations, which seemed so unlikely, was in fact correct and the department was 
indeed suggesting a change of this magnitude with only four working days’ notice. It almost beggars belief. 
Again, I cannot speak for other members, but I certainly find this situation, farcical as it is, unacceptable—no prior 
warning, four working days’ notice and regulations that will come into force prior to their tabling in this place. 
I cannot believe that the government intended to roll these changes out in this manner. I therefore call upon the 
minister representing the Minister for Health to inform the Council, as a matter of urgency, and, through us, the 
industry and retailers across this state, of the situation with these regulations. Will retailers face fines on Monday 
morning for noncompliance? Does the minister really think four working days is adequate notice? When can we, 
as members of the Legislative Council, expect to see the regulations tabled in this place? 
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